
 

 

  

Environment and Climate Emergency Committee, 16 June 2026  

 
Minutes of Calstock Parish Council’s Environment and Climate Emergency Committee held on Tuesday 16 
June 2026 in the Tamar Valley Centre at 1900. 
 
Those present were: 
Councillors: Richard Newton Chance (Chair); Ben Marley, Phil Spurr, Jim Wakem. 
Community Members with voting rights: Gill Court, Kate Goodman, Peter Bloomfield. 
Community Members: Andrew Brown, Pete Thompson, Janine Falle 
 

1.  Apologies   
Alison Freshney. 
 

2.  Public Participation 
Members of the public were present and interacted throughout the meeting.  
 

3.  Declarations of interest 
None received. 
 

4.  Approve minutes of last meeting 19-05-2026 
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 19 May 2026. Proposed: Ben Marley, 
seconded: Phil Spurr – all present at the last meeting.  
 

5.  Matters Arising: 

• Nature recovery equipment. Clare reported that the equipment has now arrived. She has 
contacted Val Darwall about the possibility of funding towards training and raising awareness of 
the equipment.  

• EV charging points – Cornwall Council has made contact to say car park sites will be assessed by 
the end of September for their suitability to install EV charging points. Dartmoor Energy’s work 
has been deferred until these findings have been submitted. CC preferred contractor will take 
revenue. It was resolved to wait for CC’s feedback  

 
6.  New Correspondence/Clerk’s Information/Committee Members’ Feedback 

• Great British Energy – Richard had a response from Anna Gelderd when asked about feedback 

• The National Trust had responded to the correspondence from the Committee about NFU 

Guidance on Spraying Responsibly and this was noted positively. It was, however,  noted with 

disappointment that no response was received from the Duchy of Cornwall or Ian Forrester.  – 

the National Trust response was noted positively. Action: Clare to request a response from 

Duchy of Cornwall and Ian Forrester.  
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7.  Review Environment and Climate Emergency Strategic Plan 
It was resolved to recommend the revised strategic plan to the Full Council – proposed: Phil Spurr, Ben 
Marley – unanimous.  
 

8.  Drip Drip – update and any actions for the committee 

• The Parish Council resolved to send a letter of no confidence in South West Water which was 
sent on 10 June 2026.  

• Ben reported that there are plans to distribute a presentation to schools and community 
outreach groups, a local artist at St Dominick is raising awareness of the movement and the aim 
is to involve the younger generation. The River Rights is moving forward with legal advice being 
sought to help form ideas about the charter. 

• Gill Court has carried out some preliminary research into applying for designated bathing water 
status. Richard stressed the time it took last time to no avail. Ben agreed to take it to Drip Drip 
to see if there is an appetite to take this forward.  

 
9.  Town Farm Field  

Janine Falle reported that:  

• Produce is growing in the raised beds – the new beds are big and need more manure.  

• The frame is up for brassica  

• It was agreed that a wooden structure be installed to collect water (proposed: Phil Spurr, 

seconded: Ben Marley – unanimous).  

• Clare had circulated details of a BUPA grant with a deadline 30-06-2026. Gill suggested an 

application for a sensory garden and will write the bid.  

• Dan Evans has designed a plan for Town Farm Field and the recreational area which will be 

looked at next time.  

10.  Crow Lane PV Proposals – next steps 

• Richard reported that surveys that will be required prior to a planning application will cost in 
the region of £10,000-£12,000. CALC require a process for consultation if a public body loan is 
going to be applied for. There will need to be a public consultation to discuss a full proposal 
(extension of allotments, water and solar panels)  

Richard will come back with a more detailed proposal and costs to put forward.  
 

11.  Upcoming events/information  
Tamar Catchment Partnership – Richard will circulate notes from this but highlighted some key topics 
of interest: climate resilience and farming; predictions for wet winters and dry springs which will cause 
drought conditions and require better water resources and water grid projects. 
Andrew –will attend an event about Rewilding at Combeshead in July 
Andrew also reported that a pond dip near Metherell Water Treatment Works was undertaken over 
the weekend. 
 

12.  Review of cost centre income/expenditure to date 
Noted with no comments.  
 

13.  Date of next meeting including August (potential ‘health of the River Tamar’ event, TVNL) 
Tuesday 21 July 2026 
It was agreed not to hold a usual committee meeting in August IF the TVNL can host a ‘health of the 
River Tamar’ event on the normal meeting date. 

 
The meeting closed at: 2007 
 
Signed:        Date:  


