
 

  

 

Environment and Climate Emergency Committee, Tuesday 29 April 2025 
 
Minutes of Calstock Parish Council’s Environment and Climate Emergency Committee held on 
Tuesday 29 April 2025, in the Tamar Valley Centre at 1900 
 

Those present were: 

Councillors: Phil Spurr, Richard Newton Chance, Andrew Brown, Jim Wakem. 

Community Members: Kate Goodman, Gill Court, Roger Harris. 

Staff: Clare Bullimore, Clerk (minutes). 

Guest speaker: Richard Davies, Stoke Climsland Parish Council 

1. Apologies   
Apologies were received from Peter Bloomfield, Peter Gadd, Steven Draper, Alison 
Freshney, Mark Warwick. 
 

2. Declarations of interest 
None.  
 

3. Public participation  
All participated throughout the meeting. 
 

4. Approve minutes of last meeting 25-03-2025 
Proposal/resolution: to approve the minutes of the last meeting held on 25-03-2025 
Proposed: Jim Wakem, Seconded: Gill Court – unanimous. 
 

5. Matters Arising: 

• Comments on Parish Council Committee Objectives – none received  

• Ear Marked Reserve set up with last year’s unspent provision in it (£858.34) 

• Progress on EV Charging Points – to progress after the election 
 

6. Presentation: Richard Davies, Stoke Climsland Parish Council re Carbon Zero Homes 
Project 
Richard Davies gave an interesting talk on the Carbon Zero Homes Project run by Stoke 
Climsland Parish Council. The aim of the project is to raise awareness of how households 
can make changes to their homes to reduce energy consumption and emissions, save 
money and make homes warmer, more comfortable and healthier.  
It is hoped that Calstock Parish Council can use an animation and leaflet (when published) 
to help inform people within this parish as well. Richard was thanked for his time.  
 

7. New Correspondence/Reports/Information: 

• Heilderberg Meeting: Clare Bullimore in attendance, ash dieback continuing on 
site; blasting will be monitored from the South side of the site 

• TVNL Partnership meeting, 23-04-2025, RNC: core funding is the same (no cut or 
increase); there are areas  it is hoped we can work together e.g. 30 by 30 (an 
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initiative to enhance biodiversity within 30% of land/rivers and sea by 2030); FiPL; 
and capital projects to ensure accessibility on public land/paths     

• Calstock Arts Events Update – several films to be screened over the coming weeks 

• Public health update Lymes disease – it was noted that there is some evidence to 
suggest people are more likely to contract Lymes Disease where pheasants are 
released into the landscape 

• Drip Drip samples and progress with South West Water meeting – no contact 
forthcoming from South West Water, Clare to chase up. 

 
8. Town Farm Field: management plan progress report  

Gill– emailed FiPL to seek initial advice on potential funding. 
Phil reported that the steering group met on Sunday with a cross section of the village.  
Pete Thompson will draw up a document to go out to the community, this would not be a 
consultation as the area is quite limited so expectations need to be managed. Funding has 
been offered for some fencing. Local volunteers with the Outside Services Team will instal 
a new footbridge from the recreational field into Town Farm Field along with a new gate.  
 

9. Round table discussion – priorities for 2025/26 in context of ECE Strategic Plan  
The following were agreed as issues to focus on in the new council year: 

• Water quality Issue – continue to support More for Morden and Drip Drip and to 
campaign for better water quality 

• Town Farm Field – continue to oversee the management of this space as a space 
of nature and public use 

• Research and implement as appropriate renewable energy initiatives e.g. EV 
charging points, solar panels on parish council’s buildings, wind turbines, solar 
arrays  

• Recovering Nature 30/30 work with the Tamar Valley National Landscape 
 

10. Summary of income/expenditure and confirmation of budget for 2025-26 
Noted. 
 

 

Actions: 

• Chase up South West Water for a Liaison Meeting – Clare (emailed, 29-04-2025, 2000). 

• Raise awareness of the Carbon Net Zero work of Stoke Climsland Parish Council – Clare to 
publicise as appropriate 

• Richard and Clare to work on a summary document for Full Council. 
  



 

Supporting Information: 

Stoke Climsland Carbon Zero Homes Project 
 
Set up and run by Stoke Climsland Parish Council as a sub-group. Funding from Good Growth Fund 
which paid for a consultant, marketing, materials.  
Community engagement was difficult.  The group tried not to focus on ‘Climate Change’ or ‘Net 
Zero’ but reframed their promotion to “health”, “climate” and “money”. 
They felt they still ended up “preaching to the converted” rather than reaching a new audience. An 
animation was made to send the message about the benefits of refitting homes – they are keen for 
this to be used across parishes to spread the word.  
Insulation based -  £55k from GGF - subsidised retrofit surveys - basic, historic and heat pumps 
80% of homes EPC D or less - 63% nationally below C 
Housing stock is old and 25% in Cornwall poorly maintained 
Damp is a real health issue 
33% of national CO2 is domestic heating related 
Trying to write a simple guide for all Stoke households 
ASHPs guidance important  
45 households surveyed  
£2.5k follow on funding 
 
Heildeberg Liaison Meeting 

Key Points of Note (Clare Bullimore): 

• Vibrations are being measured and will start on south side to check for compliance. 

• There were 13 blasts in 2024 and had been 2  up to 27-03-2025. 

• Limit for blast noise is 12mm(?), the highest recorded last year was 7.5  

• Lorries appear to be within their speed limits although the evidence is being analysed. 

• The quarry remains planning compliant. 

• The odour from the asphalt stack was rectified. 

• The community webpage and blast notifications are up and running.  

• Planning visits up to 4 times a year. 

• The quarry’s current end date is 2044 and a restoration plan is in place should it close but 

there is a duty for local authorities to extract materials if it is viable to do so. 

• The Ash trees on the roadside have been felled but felling is ongoing on site. An ongoing 

after care report will be forthcoming.  

Calstock Arts Events 

29 May: Hugh Warwick Killing in the name of Conservation 

12 June: Balancing the Scales/Farming the Flood with Nick Viney 

25-27th July: 2025 If Not Now, When? Again, Rewilding Land to Sea Beyond 2025 

17 July: Benedict McDonald – “Naturally Profitable: Restoring Nature to Farms &amp; Estates” 

11 September: Merlin Hanbury-Tenison Our Broken Bones – Healing Cornwall`s Rainforest 

https://rewildingcoombeshead.co.uk/ 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/keep-it-wild/t-kraexje 
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