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Environment and Climate Emergency Committee Meeting – 25 February 2025 

Minutes of the meeting of the Calstock Parish Council Environment and Climate Emergency Committee,  

held on Tuesday 25 February 2025, in the Tamar Valley Centre at 1900 

 
Those present were: 
Councillors: Richard Newton Chance (Chair), Phil Spurr, Jim Wakem, Louise Ladd. 
Community members: Anthony Wareham, Pete Thompson, Peter Bloomfield, Alison Freshney, Kate 
Goodman, Ken Finn. 
 

1. Apologies    

Mark Warwick, Judith Robinson, Roger Harris, Ginette Sutherland. 

 

2. Declarations of interest 

None. 

 

3. Public participation  

All members of the public participated. 

 

4. Approve minutes of last meeting 28-01-2025 

Proposal/resolution: approved. Jim Wakem, Peter Bloomfield – all present at the last meeting. 

 

5. Matters arising: 

• Contact with South West Water re Liaison Meetings to discuss various issues: Clare has 

spoken to a representative but is still awaiting confirmation on a date. Andrew Brown has 

also made contact with the Environment Agency about spills at Metherell.  

• Wind turbine – yet to progress. 

 

6.  New Correspondence/Reports: 

• Meeting with Electric Vehicle consultant: Jim Wakem/Richard Newton Chance. A site 

visit was held in Gunnislake and Calstock car parks. Costs circa £18,000 for the two sites.  

• Tamar Valley National Landscape Quarterly Meeting: Richard Newton Chance. Richard 

reported that DEFRA (which funds National Landscapes) is unsure of funding from the 

government so there is no certainty of budgets for the next financial year but it is likely 

that there will be a cut in budgets. Projects being worked on by the National 

Landscapes/Tamara Partnership: Flood risk, bio diversity net gain, domestic gardens 

Buzzing with Life, Emotional Connections with PLACE, 30th anniversary of the national 

landscape, the management plan had a lot of feedback; mapping land ownership; 

nature recovery plan from Cornwall Council to go through before the elections. 

• Drip Drip data: Ken Finn. Ken showed results that have been collected over 15 weeks 

Samples show that heavy rainfall will have a big impact on bacteria found in the river 
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but at other times the river has good results.  Requested for an Application 

Programming Interface from South West Water (API) to tap into their live data. 

• B4 Conference: Andrew Brown. Symposium held to research the impact of importing 

honey bees. Academics to be brought together to give a European look at the Honey 

Bee population with local MP’s invited to try and influence policy.  

• Write up of Events, January 2025 – Andrew Brown – listed at the end of the minutes.  

 

7.  Town Farm Field: management plan progress report: Phil Spurr 

Pete Thompson, Pete Gadd and Phil Spurr have visited Town Farm Field. Suggested delineation of 

areas mapped out to consult with the community. There is funding available from the National 

Landscapes for benches/gates. A draft plan to be presented at the next meeting. 

 

8. Environment and Climate Emergency Strategic Plan Review 

All agreed the amendments as discussed at the previous meeting.  To be recommended to the new 

council in May. 

 

9. Environment and Climate Emergency Parish Council Committee Objectives  

Comments welcome before the next Committee meeting. 

 

10. Pre-election period and impact on Council work: Clare Bullimore 

Clare advised that council business should continue as normal during the pre-election period (14 March 

2025 – polls close on 01 May 2025) but Councillors should be very cautious about new projects and 

agreeing previously uncommitted spend. Councillors should also not be seen promoting council 

services/assets or business during this period.  

 

11. Summary of income/expenditure 

Noted.  

 

The meeting ended at 2015. 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………  Date: ………………………………… 

  



 

Calstock Arts Series (Andrew Brown) 
14 March: Kerdroya, the Cornish Hedge with music from the Dalla Duo @ 1930 
20 March Guy Singh- Watson @ 1930 The Crisis in British Farming 
29 May: Hugh Warwick Killing in the name of Conservation. 
17 July: Benedict McDonald - "Naturally Profitable: Restoring Nature to Farms & Estates" 
Benedict Macdonald is a naturalist, conservationist, writer and producer. He has worked on series including 
The One Show, Springwatch, and The Hunt and as a field director for Netflix's Emmy-award-winning series, Our 
Planet. Benedict also directed two BAFTA-nominated wildlife series for Apple TV+. His first book, Rebirding, 
highlighted the need for mass-scale nature restoration across the UK. It was the winner of the Richard Jefferies 
Prize and inaugural winner of the Wainwright Prize for Writing on Global Conservation. Ben's second book, 
Orchard: A Year in England's Eden, has also won critical acclaim, and his third book, Cornerstones, was a 
finalist in the 2022/2023 People's Book Prize. As a conservationist, Ben has remained at the forefront of public 
discourse on rewilding, nature restoration, regenerative farming and reintroducing lost species to the UK. 
 
In this talk, Benedict, founder and director of Restore, talks through how nature restoration is now scaling 
across the UK.  He charts the journey the UK is going on, from being one of the most nature depleted countries 
on Earth, to rapidly restoring large areas of land - as nature restoration becomes more profitable than 
extractive or intensive farming. 
 
Sharing first hand insights from rewilding estates like Castle Howard, creating a new 'plain' in Wiltshire and 
reintroducing beavers to farms, Benedict gives a unique insight into the workings of a nature restoration 
business - and how inspirational farmers and landowners are coming together to scale nature's recovery. 
 
Ben at the Citizen Zoo Rewilding Conference: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v3NyXsJFPmjcwXHidE9II_CAbzOEBk1L/view?usp=sharing 
 
Ben at the Blue Earth Summit: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LhEOroLoz5jybcGXCUsCnpcIcrUgfHwt/view?usp=sharing 
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