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Calstock Parish Council, Tamar Valley Centre, Cemetery Road, Drakewalls, PL18 9FE 

Clerk: Clare Bullimore 

Tel: 01822 748847 email: clerk@calstockparishcouncil.gov.uk 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Calstock Parish Council, ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE 

held on Tuesday 17 December 2024, in the Tamar Valley Centre at 1900.  

 

Those present were: - COUNCILLORS: Richard Newton Chance (Chair), Andrew Brown, Phil Spur, Louise 

Ladd, Jim Wakem. 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS: Rob Schindler, Alison Freshney, Roger Harris, Ian Mitchell, Peter Bloomfield, Ken 

Finn, Kate Goodman 

Miss Clare Bullimore (Clerk – minutes). 

 

1. Apologies  

Mark Warwick, Pete Thompson, Judith Robinson. 

 

2. Declarations and Dispensations in Members’ Interests 

None 

 

3. Public Participation 

Members of the public interacted throughout the meeting. 

 

4. Approve Minutes of the last meetings (17-11-2024) 

Proposal/resolution: the minutes be approved. Proposed: Andrew Brown, seconded: Louise Ladd – 

approved by all those present at the last meeting. 

 

5. Matters arising 

• Calstock Parish Council Consultation Response to the Tamar Valley National Landscape Management 
Plan – it was noted that the response had been sent.  

• Flood risk – Higher Metherell: Rob Schindler spoke of the flooding in Metherell.  Action: Clare to 
write to Highways and a wider assessment of the issue to be undertaken in collaboration with the 
Westcountry Rivers Trust and the National Trust – co-ordinated by Andrew Brown.  

6. New Correspondence 

• The Bio-diversity plan was commented on by Andrew and disseminated by Clare. 

 

7. Groundswell Event – follow up actions: 

Andrew has sent letters of thanks to speakers. 

All actions will be co-ordinated through the ECE Committee. 

Projects underway: 
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Environmental book exchange library Calstock Arts – Alison and Roger reported there are often books in 
Oxfam, some of which are surplus to requirements. Roger volunteers and will keep some back – it was agreed 
that resources should not be limited to the Arts Centre and  should be in more public spaces. 

Extension of the Wild About Calstock Project – follow up in the New Year. 

Funding for Drip Drip to sample the water for harmful bacteria in the estuary at Calstock. Ken reported an 
interesting mix of data so far with some readings being exceptionally high and others being within the ‘good’ 
or ‘excellent’ ratings for designated bathing water status. Working with others, it is hoped to evidence the 
poor readings coinciding with spills from South West Water. The fundraising target of £3500 has nearly been 
achieved which will enable most of a year’s worth of sampling to be taken. This includes the money pledged by 
the ECE Committee. Action: Clare to send the money.  

Update of Calstock sewage briefing by the Rivers Trust – this was linked to the previous item and it is hoped a 
collaborative approach will be taken with the Rivers Trust. 

Hedgerow workshop with FWAG (Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group) leading – volunteer work to lay the 
hedges – postponed. 

Support for the Tamar Community Trust volunteer programme and fund-raising effort for bird hide – TCT are 
seeking funding from other sources but may approach the ECE Committee in the new financial year. 

It is hoped some funding will be secured for improving access on the river path at Calstock but there is an issue 
with land ownership at the Lime Kiln end.  

8. Town Farm Field 

Clare has initiated contact with FWAG (Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group) who can offer a site visit and 
suggest a management plan for the site which may then trigger bids for grants. A working party comprising: 
Phil Spurr, Pete Thompson, Pete Gadd will consider plans, consult with the community and put forward 
recommendations. 

9. Planning Inspectorate Footpath No 9 – Metherell 

A member of the public has raised concerns about Andrew’s involvement in this as the path is on his own land. 
Andrew has been asked not to campaign for this in his capacity as a Parish Councillor. It seems certain that it 
will be designated as a PROW with a few amendments to be agreed. The Parish Council will then work with 
Cornwall Council to get and keep the path accessible. It was agreed that Phil Spurr will be the Parish Council’s 
spokesperson for this issue.  

10. Summary of income and expenditure 

Clare wished it noted that after committed spends, there will be £345 left in the budget until the end of 
March.  

 

 

The meeting ended at 2015. 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………….  Date: ……………………………………………. 


