Calstock Parish Council, Tamar Valley Centre, Cemetery Road, Drakewalls, PL18 9FE
Clerk: Clare Bullimore
Tel: 01822 748847 email: clerk@calstockparishcouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of a meeting of the Calstock Parish Council, ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE
held on Tuesday 19 November 2024, in the Tamar Valley Centre at 1900.

Those present were: - COUNCILLORS: ClIr Andrew Brown, Cllr Phil Spurr (Chair), ClIr Louise Ladd.
COMMUNITY MEMBERS: Peter Bloomfield, Alison Freshney, Pete Thompson, Gill Court, Judith Robinson,
Morgan Phillips, Rebecca Nesbitt. Miss Clare Bullimore (Clerk — minutes).

1. Apologies
Richard Newton Chance, Mark Warwick, Louise Ladd, Judith Robinson, Gill Court, Ken Finn.
Phil Spurr chair the meeting in Richard’s absence.

2. Declarations and Dispensations in Members’ Interests
None
3. Public Participation

Members of the public interacted throughout the meeting.

4. Approve Minutes of the last meetings (24-09-2024)
Proposal/resolution: the minutes be approved. Proposed: Peter Bloomfield; seconded: Gill Court —
approved by all those present at the last meeting.

5. Matters arising
Covered by agenda items.

6. Recovering Nature Event, 27-10-2024: follow up work
There were many useful contacts at the event and lots of thought provoking issues.
Immediate actions:
e Consolidate and send off responses to the Tamar Valley National Landscape’s Management Plan and
offer support at a local level with any suggestions for change/improvements — Clare.
e Email thanks to all speakers and attendees — highlight the interconnectivity of all subjects and how
they impact on each other and the environment
Topics to discuss going forward:
e Pheasant shooting and the impact on the environment (not immediate)
e Sewage levels in the River - ongoing
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7. South West Water - legal action from Drip Dip

Looking at parish assets there are no pieces of land that give the parish council riparian rights of the River
Tamar. It was agreed that the Committee will to support the work of Drip Drip. Proposal/resolution: to pledge
£500 towards costs of data collection/analysis this financial year and commit to £500 in the new financial year.
Proposed: ClIr Ladd, seconded: Clir Brown — unanimous.

8. Reports from relevant meetings etc

Heildeberg Liaison Meeting — Clare reported that these will drop to twice a year but she feels we have
developed a good relationship and can request meetings as and when issues may arise. One item of note was
that there are a number of trees with ash dieback along the roadside which require felling.

9. Upcoming Events

Calstock Arts continues to have an interesting environmental programme. Andrew will be organising a
beekeeping symposium for academics to try and support a political change. Another Wild about Calstock will
be considered in the new year.

10. Calstock Arts Environment Library

Donations of books and volunteers are required for a library to be held at Calstock Arts. At the previous
meeting a donation of £500 was agreed in the new financial year and was taken into account when setting the
budgets and precept.

11. Flood Risk Management, Higher Metherell

A concern had been received from a local resident of Higher Metherell about flooding in heavy rain. Andrew
had met with him and invited him to attend. It was suggested someone from the Flood Management Forum
could attend a future meeting.

12. Standing Item on Full Council and title of committee

It was agreed that a Standing Item should be included on the Full Council agenda to alert the council of
relevant information and events. Peter asked why the ‘emergency’ is sometimes dropped from the title of the
committee. The Clerk explained that she had started using ‘climate change’ as she felt more people could
relate to this and that the use of ‘climate emergency’ can be misleading for some who do not perceive regular
meetings to be a way responding in an urgent manner. It was agreed to revert to using ‘climate emergency’.

13. Review of receipts/payments
The receipts and payments were noted.

The meeting ended at 2010.

Signed: ..o, DAte: oo e

19-11-2024, Personnel Committee



LOZD T OUERCa)

First of all, congratulations to everybody on bringing t}ze
Groundswell conference together in the Tamar Valley.

The Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Local Nature Partnership,
which I chair, brings together the many orgamsatlons in
Cornwall and Scilly that are working for nature recovery.
We have on our board members representing the
voluntary sector — Cornwall Wildlife Trust, landowners —
for instance the National Trust, the academic sector with
the universities of Exeter at Penryn, and also Plymouth,
farmers who are the people that really can make the
difference as they manage three quarters of our land area,
and we have experts on the marine sector, and nature and
well-being too.

And of course we work very closely with Cornwall Counml
and the Isles of Scilly Council who lend us much of the
people resource that allows us to do our work.

Our mission is to work with all our partners not to
conserve nature, but to ensure its recovery, on land ana in
our seas, after years of steep decline.

Our current areas of focus are environmental
enforcement, people’s health and wellbeing through
contact with nature and regenerative and nature frlendly
farming. ;

On the marine side we are working with the newly set up
Cornwall and Scilly Marine and Coastal Partnership on a
marine recovery strategy. We are also bringing together



projects under the label of nature based solutions where
we look for matching investment to make things happen.

Ot key focus right now is being an activist steering group
to’'the Cornwall and Scilly Local Nature Partnership that s
being developed by the two councils.

Maniy of you will be aware that the previous Government,
back in 2021, passed the Environment Act, a part of which
maridated that all local areas of England must develop
Local Nature Recovery Strategies. Many of you will have
beeh involved in the consultations and there will be further
opportunities to do so. As a steering group we have been
adamant that this needs to be a practical roadmap for
nature recovery that will be delivered as a matter of

urgency.

" Internationally, nationally and regionally we have targets
known as 30 by 30. 30% of land and of our oceans to be
managed for nature by 2030. This is an incredibly tough
goal. As an LNP we are working through our partners and
communities to get as near as we can here in Cornwall
and Scilly to achieve this.

| look forward to hearing the outcomes of the conference,
you are a key part of the impetus for nature recovery.
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Hello to everyone from Colombia! | am currently at the UN
Biodiversity conference (COP16), representing South East
Cornwall and the UK as we discuss the urgent need to'
protect nature. We’re here to set global goals and targets,
but also to think about what we can achieve locally to
restore and safeguard our environment across the worid—-
and also here at home. '

A big thank you to the organisers of today’s Wildlife
Groundswell event, who | know have been working
extremely hard behind the scenes to bring everyone |
together. Special thanks to Andrew Brown, Claire Bullimore,
Richard Newton-Chance and Steve Wood —your hard work,
dedication, and passion for improving South East |
Cornwall’s natural spaces are truly inspiring.

| am a conservationist at heart, and before being elected as
South East Cornwall’s MP, | worked at several charities
focused on improving the environment. | am bringing this
expertise to Parliament as we tackle these global
challenges head-on and bring positive change to South
East Cornwall. | was recently elected as a member of the
Environmental Audit Committee; helping to scrutinize, -
government policies and ensure that decisions are well-
informed and that promises for a healthier environment are
upheld. | also chair and work on several All-Party
Parliamentary Groups (APPGs) which bring together MPS
and Lords from all parties to collaborate and focus on a
shared goal to bring about positive change. The work | am
doing as MP isn’t just about preserving nature; it’s also
about ensuring that our communities in South East *
Cornwall have the support they need to adapt to the rapid
changes we’re all facing. Our communities have deep
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connections to the land and sea, and many of us rely on the
environment for farming, fishing or tourism. We need open
conversations about navigating the ever-increasing
demands on our natural spaces.

Today at COP16 is ‘Ocean’s Day’, a special day dedicated
to the marine environment and a chance to recognise its
importance for our daily lives—from food production,
transport, shipping of goods and materials, recreation and
well-being. That is why it is essential that decisions made
here at COP16, benefit communities across the world,
including those back home in South East Cornwall. | know
theré are many residents—many of whom are here today—
who cherish time spent in the environment and our rivers,
lakes, and seas.

Everyone deserves access to clean, healthy waters that we
don’t have to think twice about before getting in, and
everyone should be able to enjoy our local park and green
spagé's free from litter. These are fundamental issues that |
am working to improve for residents in South East
Cornwall, because we know that good quality nature
spaces are vital for our well-being and our quality of life.

| am determined to work hard for you in Westminster and
fight for what we need on the international stage, but it is
community days like today that inspire me that change is
possible, especially when so many of us are working
toward it. Through collaboration and open dialogue, we
have an opportunity to make a difference. The triple crises
of cl’i’mate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution affect us
all. Solving these issues requires everyone doing their bit,



working together to create solutions. Thank you for cc)mmg
together today to make that happen!

Best wishes,
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My name is and | chair f{gQN\I\QO’\\ MENT
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| remember one of our number saying we ought to change
the name - after all, it isn’t really an emergency. Therein lies
the problem. Boiling frogs. Look out the window this
morning and everything looks fine - out there, nature in all
her glory. You have to have a longer perspective to really
notice how much we have lost, how subtly wildlife has
disappeared and how slowly and inexorably the sea rises.
At least we have David Attenborough to keep hammering
home'the point and he has a longer perspective than most.

Despite the temptation to fight the fire of the fossil fuel
industry with fire, to take on the money men hell bent on
asset stripping the planet, catastrophising doesn’t work -
scaring people doesn’t work. In our newly medieval world
where beliefs trump facts, even the science doesn’t work.

We need to find positive messages of hope that gently
persuade people to change the way they live on and
interact with our little blue planet.

In our own small way, CPC tries. We have a plan with three
headings: recovering nature, reducing impact and
improving health - each has a set of aims and all our parish
council committees have those woven into their decision
making.

We have a lot of land and we try and manage that land as
best we can for nature and encourage others to do the
same. We have a major river running through our parish
just out there and we try and do what we can to protect it
from dying under the weight of human activity.



But we are realists, we know that we need to be a part of a
wider movement of like minded organisations that
collectively can make a real difference and that’s why
Andrew has organised this event today.

Ultimately. It’s not about words, it’s about the actions we
can take together to create some hope for our children and
grandchildren. We still have a small but diminishing
window of opportunity to try and stave off the dystopian
mess we have created for them. And it's brilliant out there.

On behalf of Calstock Parish Council, thanks for coming
today.
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